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Safeguarding or Child Protection

The term child protection has been changed to safeguarding as it reflects the wider responsibility for health
and safety and prevention as well as just protection from abuse. The word safeguarding has been used with
increasing frequency over the last few years in a wide range of settings and situations, going well beyond
the world of children and child protection. It may be defined as “Doing everything possible to minimise the
risk of harm to children and young people.”

Safeguarding is about being proactive and putting measures in place in advance of any contact with children
to ensure that children are going to be kept safe. This could include:
e Ensuring staff are properly checked when they are recruited;

e Guidelines for people who come into contact with children as part of their role to ensure they know
what they need to do to keep children safe; and

e Guidelines for planning an event or activity with children and putting measures in place to minimise
the risk of safeguarding issues occurring

(Reprinted with the permission of the Child Protection in Sport Unit www.thecpsu.org.uk)

UBBUI Child protection Officer: Beverley Ringland beverleyringland@ulsterbadminton.com
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